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Synopsis

Frederick Buechner has long been a kindred spirit to those who find elements of doubt as constant
companions on their journey of faith. He is a passionate writer and preacher who can alter lives with
a simple phrase. Buechner’s words, both written and spoken, have the power to revolutionize and
revitalize belief and faith. He reveals the presence of God in the midst of daily life. He faces and
embraces difficult questions and doubt as essential components of our lives, rather than as enemies
that destroy us. "Listen to your life!" is his clarion call. This theme pervades this definitive collection
of sermons, delivered throughout Buechner’s lifetime. Presented chronologically, they provide a
clear picture of the development of his theology and thinking. Reflecting Buechner’s exquisite gift for
storytelling and his compassionate pastor’s heart, Secrets in the Dark will inspire laughter, hope,
and bring great solace. Turn the pages and rediscover what it means to be thoughtful about faith.
See why this renowned writer has been quoted in countless pulpits and beloved by Americans for

generations.
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Customer Reviews

Here is a new and noteworthy collection of sermons by one of our most celebrated Christian
apologists, Frederick Buechner. Ranging from sermons delivered in the 1950s to the late 1990s, this
anthology lives up to its subtitle, presenting a half-century’s worth of thinking aloud about the
Christian way. Buechner, who has described himself as a part-time Christian and a part-time

novelist, offers the reader many windows into the oftentimes hidden world of Christian truth.The



collection begins with a sermon called "The Magnificent Defeat" concentrating upon the all-night
wrestling match between Jacob and God at the ford of the Jabbok. The encounter leaves Jacob
crippled and helpless but as Buechner describes it, in the end Jacob sees "something more terrible
than the face of death-the face of love." (Page 7). Thanks to Buechner’s vantage-point, one can
sense authentic surprise, like that the original Phillips Exeter Academy student-congregation must
have felt at hearing the news that out of defeat can come blessing.Herein the reader will find one of
Buechner’s best-loved sermons, "A Room Called Remember" and many apt observations that will
inspire further contemplation and study. In all of these sermons, the reader is invited to notice that
"The Kingdom of Heaven is only twenty minutes down the road, for Christ's sake." (Page 153). One
of the most poignant passages in the book is in the intensely personal "The Longing for Home". As
Buechner reminisces about sense of security he found as a child, in his grandparents’ house on
Woodland Road in Pittsburgh, we identify with the feelings of homesickness and yearning that lead
the seeking soul into God’s presence.
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